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1. What is the Demonstration of Competency (DOC)? 

 A Demonstration of Competency is an alternative route for adding an endorsement area to a 

Wyoming Educator License. It allows applicants to utilize previously completed coursework from 

institutions of higher education toward obtaining Wyoming endorsements.  The DOC can only be 

used to add endorsements at the same grade level for which applicants hold valid and current licenses. 

2. Where can I take courses for the Demonstration of Competency?  

 An applicant can take courses from any college or university that is regionally accredited.  PTSB does 

accept courses from community colleges and out-of-state institutions if the institution is regionally 

accredited. 

3. What type of courses can I take?  

 Applicants can take 1000-level or higher college courses from a regionally accredited college or 

university.  

 The courses should be equivalent to courses that are considered “core” toward completion of a 

teacher preparation program in that endorsement area.  As a guide, we recommend that you visit 

websites from various colleges or universities to see what courses would be required if you were to 

complete a program at that institution. These program requirements can give you a general idea of 

what PTSB would accept for coursework.   

 Coursework that is considered “foundation” or “pre-requisite” to the “core” courses are not accepted 

toward a DOC.  Elective coursework is also not accepted. 

DOC Requirements 

 Demonstration of Competency (DOC) can only be used to add an endorsement at the grade level for which the applicant holds 

a valid and current license.  

 27 semester hours of Coursework from a regionally accredited institution of higher education, in the specific content area for 

which the applicant is seeking an added endorsement (multiply quarter hours by 2/3 to convert to semester hours.) 

 9 of the 27 semester hours must have been completed with the past 5 years. 

 A maximum of 3 semester hours of may be in pedagogy and must be at the grade level of the endorsement for which the 

applicant is applying.  

 Only coursework with a grade of “C” or better, including a maximum of 6 credits of “pass” grades equivalent to a “C’ or 

better, will be accepted.  

 Receive a passing score on a PTSB approved Praxis II exam (or OPI exam for foreign language applicants) for the required 

endorsement area.  

Special Education-Generalist – The following additional requirements must be met to add Special Education - Generalist via 

DOC. 

 Credit Requirements: The required 27 semester hour credit hours must demonstrate competency in cross-categorical 

standards, and include course work in: assessment, instructional strategies for students with disabilities, behavior/classroom 

management, and special education law. 

 Practicum or Experience 

o Practicum – the applicant must have completed a practicum supervised by an institution of higher education, which 

includes a minimum of two (2) semester hours at each grade endorsement level, and was completed within five years 

prior to the date of application; or 

o Experience – The applicant may substitute work experience for the practicum requirement. The applicant must have 

completed one year of successful teaching experience: 1) in cross-categorical special education setting; 2) at the 

grade level(s) for which the endorsement is being sought, as verified by a supervisor’s formal evaluation; and 3) 

within the five years prior to the date of application. 
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 For example, ENGL 1010 and ENGL 1020 or equivalent are required for all bachelor’s degrees 

as general education requirements and would not count toward a DOC in English 6-12.   

 Similarly, MATH 1000 or MATH 1400 would not count toward a DOC in Math 6-12. 

 In general, P.E. activity courses (PEAC) like Basketball, Racquetball, Swimming, etc. do not 

count toward a DOC in Physical Education at any grade level. 

 Coursework taken through the University of Wyoming College of Education or Division of 

Kinesiology & Health numbered 4740 or 5959 will not be accepted because these courses are not 

applicable toward degrees granted by UW.  Coursework taken from out-of-state institutions that fall 

into this same category will not be accepted.   

4. How do I know if I have coursework to cover all the content areas needed for a DOC?  

 Applicants should make sure their coursework covers all content areas of the endorsement sought.  

For example, Social Studies Comprehensive 6-12 as an endorsement covers 1) US History, 2) World 

History, 3) Economics, 4) Geography, and 5) Political Science/Government.  Although an applicant 

may have 27 credits in four of the five areas, a DOC will not be approved unless coursework from all 

five areas is included.  Therefore, applicants may need more than 27 semester hours for their DOC 

applications to be approved. 

 In addition, PTSB recommends applicants to use the Praxis II Test at a Glance document 

(www.ets.org) to make sure their coursework meets the approximate proportions of test content.  For 

example, if US History is approximately 20% of the test, then the applicant’s coursework in US 

History should also be about 20% of the 27 hours required for the DOC.  

 PTSB strongly encourages applicants to review the full Test at a Glance pdf document as a resource. 

 The Reference Guide to Endorsement Assignment Matches is also a resource to help applicants 

understand what classes an educator may be assigned to teach with an endorsement and what content 

should be covered by the coursework applied toward a DOC.  This document is available in the Press 

Room on the PTSB website. 

5. Does PTSB have a list of courses that I will be required to take? 

 No, PTSB does not have a list of courses for the DOC. It is the applicant’s responsibility to find 

coursework specific to the area they wish to add via DOC.   

 Although PTSB does not have a list of specific courses that are required, in some areas, general 

guidelines apply.  For example, for an endorsement in Physical Science 6-12, an applicant needs at 

least two courses in Chemistry and at least two courses in Physics and typically each course is four 

(4) semester hours.  Beyond that applicants have flexibility about whether the remaining credits are 

chemistry or physics or physical sciences courses.  PTSB requires at least two courses in each area, 

but what those two courses are would be specific to each individual applicant. 

 The DOC Pre-Evaluation process allows applicants to get customized feedback about which of their 

courses would count and specific guidance on requirements before an applicant registers for 

upcoming courses. 

6. Will my professional development workshops count toward a Demonstration of Competency?  

 Only coursework that is taken for college credit from a regionally accredited institution is eligible for 

use toward a DOC.   

 Coursework taken through the University of Wyoming College of Education or Division of 

Kinesiology & Health numbered 4740 or 5959 will not be accepted because these courses are not 

http://www.ets.org/
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applicable toward degrees granted by UW.  Coursework taken from out-of-state institutions that fall 

into this same category will not be accepted.   

 Educators can usually spot these professional development workshop courses if the tuition/fees are 

lower than for other courses at the same level (graduate or undergraduate) or if the same course 

number is used for every course. 

7. Can I add the endorsement by taking a test? 

 Wyoming does not allow educators to add endorsements by taking a test alone.  In addition to 

meeting all the other requirements for a DOC, applicants must also pass a PTSB-approved Praxis II 

exam for the specific endorsement area they are seeking.  The OPI exam is required for DOC 

applicants seeking a foreign language endorsement. 

 Review the Testing Requirements page on the PTSB website for the most current list of adopted 

exams and cut scores. 

 Not every endorsement area has an approved exam.  If an exam has not been adopted by PTSB for 

adding the endorsement via DOC, that endorsement is excluded from being added via DOC. 

8. How do I study for the Praxis? 

 Applicants can find study guide material for the specific Praxis II exam they are taking on 

www.ets.org.  PTSB strongly encourages applicants to download and review the full Test at a Glance 

pdf document as a resource. 

9. How old can coursework be? 

 Of the 27 semester hours that is required for the DOC, nine (9) semester hours must have been 

completed within five (5) years prior to the application date.  There is not an age limit on the 

remaining 18 credits. 

10. Can I repeat courses? 

 PTSB does not accept the same course more than once toward meeting the DOC requirements.  If an 

applicant repeats a course, only one instance of the course may be used. 

11. Why does PTSB require 27 semester hours and some programs require less? 

 It is often more efficient for an applicant to add additional endorsements by completing an 

endorsement program that leads to an Institutional Recommendation from a regionally accredited 

institution.  These programs may require fewer than 27 semester hours.   

 However, if an applicant is site-bound or has other restrictions, the Board has given Wyoming 

educators an alternative way to earn additional teaching areas.  As such, the Board must ensure that 

someone completing this alternative route for adding an endorsement is well prepared to teach their 

content and has determined that 27 semester credits in the content area is the threshold that educators 

must meet in order to use this alternative route.     

12. What type of guidance will I get if I apply for the Demonstration of Competency Pre-Evaluation? 

 The DOC Pre-Evaluation process allows applicants to get customized feedback about which of their 

previously completed courses would count and specific guidance on remaining requirements before 

an applicant registers for upcoming courses. 

 The DOC Pre-Evaluation application fee is $100.  An educator who completes the DOC Pre-

Evaluation process and subsequently adds the endorsement via DOC within two years of receipt of 

the Pre-Evaluation request will receive a $50 credit toward the Add Endorsement DOC Application 

Fee. 

http://www.ets.org/

